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MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Wednesday 12 September 2012 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-
assembly/whole-assembly 

 

 
Present: 
 
Jennette Arnold OBE (Chair) 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair) 

Tony Arbour 

Gareth Bacon 

John Biggs 

Andrew Boff 

Victoria Borwick 

James Cleverly 

Tom Copley 

Andrew Dismore 

Len Duvall 

Roger Evans 

 

Nicky Gavron 

Jenny Jones 

Stephen Knight 

Joanne McCartney 

Steve O'Connell 

Caroline Pidgeon 

Murad Qureshi 

Onkar Sahota 

Navin Shah 

Valerie Shawcross CBE 

Richard Tracey 

Fiona Twycross 
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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Kit Malthouse AM. 
 
1.2 The Chair noted that this was the Assembly’s first meeting since the London Olympic Games 

and Paralympic Games and that Assembly Members would have the opportunity to record 
their congratulations to all involved during the debate on the related motion set out at 
Agenda Item 10. 

 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the list of memberships of functional bodies and London Borough 
Councils, as set out in the table at Item 2, be noted as disclosable pecuniary 
interests; 

 
(b)  That Andrew Dismore AM’s declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda 

Item 4 (London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA): Functional 
Body Question Time), arising from the fact that the Labour Party had 
received donations in respect of election campaigning from LFEPA trades 
unions, be noted; and 

 
(c)  That Richard Tracey AM’s declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda 

Item 7 (Action Taken Under Delegated Authority & Outcome of Confirmation 
Hearing), arising from the fact the report related to his confirmation hearing 
as Chair of the London Waste and Recycling Board, be noted; and 

 
(d) That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out in the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted. 
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 

 
That the minutes of the London Assembly meetings held on 4 July 2012 (Mayor’s 
Question Time) and 11 July 2012 (Plenary) be signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. 
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4.   London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority: Functional Body 
Question Time (Item 4) 

 
Part A: 
 
4.1 The Assembly put questions to James Cleverly AM, in his capacity as Chairman of the London 

Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA), and Ron Dobson, Commissioner, LFEPA, on 
the work and priorities of LFEPA. 

 

4.2 The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached as 

Appendix 1.  

 

4.3 During the course of the discussion, the Chairman and Commissioner undertook to provide to 
the Assembly: a list of consultees in relation to the LFEPA budget process and the revisions to 
the London Safety Plan; and the exact date on which LFEPA signed the contract with 
Babcocks for the provision of training.  

 

4.4 The written answers to those questions not asked or answered at the meeting are attached as 

Appendix 2. 
 
Part B: 
 

4.5 The Chair formally moved the motion set out on the agenda, namely:  

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.6 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
 
[Note: See also Minute 2: Declarations of Interest.] 

 
 

5.   Petition (Item 5) 

 

5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 

 

5.2 Murad Qureshi AM presented a petition with the following prayer:    

 
“In 2007, Brentford parents approached Brentford councillors with their concerns about safety 
on the A4. 

 
Brentford councillors identified sums of money totalling over £500,000 from recent planning 
applications that could be spent on these improvements. 

 
After five years, no serious work has taken place. 

 
We call on the Mayor of London and Transport for London to begin work immediately on 
making the A4 crossings in Brentford safer.” 
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5.3 Resolved: 
 
 That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor, as Chair of Transport for London, for a 

response. 
 
 

6.   Petitions Update (Item 6) 

 

6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
6.2 Resolved: 
 

That the responses received to petitions presented at recent Assembly meetings be 
noted. 

 
 

7.   Action Taken by the Chair Under Delegated Authority & Outcome of 
Confirmation Hearing (Item 7) 

 

7.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
7.2 Resolved: 
 

(a) That the recent action taken by the Chair of the Assembly, Jennette Arnold 
AM, in accordance with the authority delegated to her, namely to agree to 
hold a Confirmation Hearing in relation to the proposed appointment to the 
office of Chair of the London Waste and Recycling Board and to ask the 
candidate to provide their CV, be noted;  

 
(b) That the decision of the Confirmation Hearings Committee, further to its 

meeting held on 26 July 2012 and as set out at Appendix 1 to the report, to 
recommend that the Mayor should proceed with his proposed appointment to 
the office of Chair of the London Waste and Recycling Board be noted, 
together with the other related observations and recommendations made by 
the Committee; and  

 
(c) That the response received from the Mayor, as set out at Appendix 2 to the 

report, be noted. 
 
[Note: See also Minute 2: Declarations of Interest.] 
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8.   Appointment made by the Mayor under Section 67 (1) (b) of the GLA 
Act (Item 8) 

 
8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. The Assembly was 

recommended to note the appointment the Mayor of Veronica Wadley as Mayoral Adviser, 
Team London, Volunteering, Charities and Sponsorship in accordance with Section 67(1)(b) of 
the GLA Act,. 

 
8.2 Len Duvall AM suggested that the Assembly should raise a number of queries with the Mayor, 

including in relation to the relevant experience possessed of Ms Wadley, the appointment 
process and the remuneration for the role.  Len Duvall AM indicated that the GLA Oversight 
Committee would take these matters forward. 

 
8.3 Resolved: 
 

That the appointment, made by the Mayor under Section 67(1) (b) of the greater 
London Authority (GLA) Act 1999 (as amended) of Veronica Wadley as Mayoral 
Adviser, Team London, Volunteering, Charities and Sponsorship be noted. 

 
 

9.   Changes to Committee Memberships (Item 9) 

 
9.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
9.2 Resolved: 
 

(a) That further to the London Assembly Conservative Group’s nomination, Andrew 

Boff AM be appointed as a member of the Health and Environment Committee, 

to replace Victoria Borwick AM;  

 

(b) That Victoria Borwick AM be appointed as a substitute member of the Health 

and Environment Committee, to replace Andrew Boff AM; and 

(c)  That the current vacancy on the Housing and Regeneration Committee, arising 

from Richard Tracey AM’s stepping down from that Committee, be noted.  
 
 

10.   Motions (Item 10) 

 
10.1 Murad Qureshi AM moved and John Biggs AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“The Assembly notes the success of the Olympic & Paralympic Games. 
 
The Assembly wishes to congratulate the Olympic Board, including the Mayor and his 
Olympics Team, for producing such an amazing Olympic & Paralympic Games. The Assembly 
also wishes to give special mention to the previous Mayor and Government for their work on 
the bid and the preparatory work for these Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
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The Assembly wishes to pay tribute to the athletes, who have excited us with their sporting 
endeavours; to the armed forces, police & support staff who have kept London safe; to 
transport staff who kept London moving; to everyone working on the Games who made it 
such a memorable experience. And crucially, to all the volunteers who freely gave their time to 
make the Games a resounding success - this Assembly endorses the Mayor’s suggestion of 
honouring the volunteers and calls on the Mayor to ensure this happens. 
 
The Assembly wishes to congratulate everyone who attended the Games, as well as every 
Londoner, for their spirit and enthusiasm. The general feeling of goodwill and happiness in 
London has been noticeable and welcomed.  
 
The Assembly further notes the success and contribution of the Cultural Olympiad. This 
significant and truly amazing contribution, if built upon, can only continue to secure London 
as a vibrant, world class city and help inspire future generations to get involved in the arts.   
 
The Assembly resolves to explore ways of expressing its thanks and gratitude to all GB Olympic 
Medal Winners and Coaches and to mark the wonderful London Olympics and Paralympics 
2012. 
 
The Assembly calls on the Mayor to report to us on the 'lessons learnt' for London from the 
Games and the next steps for our City following from the Games, to ensure a lasting legacy. 
This should include the steps he will be taking to encourage Government to continue to fund 
the sporting legacy of the games and the actions he will be taking to maximise the sporting 
legacy for Londoners, to develop of the work of volunteering in our City, to ensuring a lasting 
legacy for East London that the whole of the country can be proud of and to capitalise on the 
massive goodwill and reputational strengths of London as demonstrated by the Games. 
 
The Assembly resolves to continue its scrutiny of these various areas of work in the coming 
months and years.” 

 
10.2 Jenny Jones AM moved and Darren Johnson AM seconded the following amendment to the 

motion: 
 

Amend the second sentence to read: “The Assembly wishes to congratulate the Olympic 
Board, including the Mayor and his Olympics Team, LOCOG and the ODA, for producing such 
an amazing Olympic & Paralympic Games.” 

 
10.3 In accordance with Stranding Order 3.6, Murad Qureshi AM, as mover of the motion, accepted 

that amendment. 
 
10.4 During the course of the debate, Members from all Groups paid tribute to the hard work of all 

of those involved in organising and putting on the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 

10.5 At 12.25pm, the Deputy Chair, Darren Johnson AM, took the Chair. At 12.30pm, the Chair, 

Jennette Arnold AM, resumed the Chair. At 12.30pm, the Chair proposed, and it was agreed, 

that, in accordance with Standing Order 2.9B, the meeting be extended in order to consider 

the remaining business on the agenda. 
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10.6 Upon being put to the vote, the motion as altered, namely: 

 
“The Assembly notes the success of the Olympic & Paralympic Games. 
 
The Assembly wishes to congratulate the Olympic Board, including the Mayor and 
his Olympics Team, LOCOG and the ODA, for producing such an amazing Olympic & 
Paralympic Games. The Assembly also wishes to give special mention to the previous 
Mayor and Government for their work on the bid and the preparatory work for these 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
The Assembly wishes to pay tribute to the athletes, who have excited us with their 
sporting endeavours; to the armed forces, police & support staff who have kept 
London safe; to transport staff who kept London moving; to everyone working on 
the Games who made it such a memorable experience. And crucially, to all the 
volunteers who freely gave their time to make the Games a resounding success - this 
Assembly endorses the Mayor’s suggestion of honouring the volunteers and calls on 
the Mayor to ensure this happens. 
 
The Assembly wishes to congratulate everyone who attended the Games, as well as 
every Londoner, for their spirit and enthusiasm. The general feeling of goodwill and 
happiness in London has been noticeable and welcomed.  
 
The Assembly further notes the success and contribution of the Cultural Olympiad. 
This significant and truly amazing contribution, if built upon, can only continue to 
secure London as a vibrant, world class city and help inspire future generations to 
get involved in the arts.   
 
The Assembly resolves to explore ways of expressing its thanks and gratitude to all 
GB Olympic Medal Winners and Coaches and to mark the wonderful London Olympics 
and Paralympics 2012. 
 
The Assembly calls on the Mayor to report to us on the 'lessons learnt' for London 
from the Games and the next steps for our City following from the Games, to ensure 
a lasting legacy. This should include the steps he will be taking to encourage 
Government to continue to fund the sporting legacy of the Games and the actions 
he will be taking to maximise the sporting legacy for Londoners, to develop of the 
work of volunteering in our City, to ensuring a lasting legacy for East London that 
the whole of the country can be proud of and to capitalise on the massive goodwill 
and reputational strengths of London as demonstrated by the Games. 
 
The Assembly resolves to continue its scrutiny of these various areas of work in the 
coming months and years.” 
 
was agreed unanimously. 
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10.7 Caroline Pidgeon AM moved and Tom Copley AM seconded the following motion: 
 
“This Assembly recognises the long standing record of many London Assembly Members to 
support equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.  
 
This Assembly further recognises the Mayor’s recent declaration of support for the 
Out4Marriage campaign.  
 
Recognising further that London has long been at the forefront of the national campaign for 
equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people this Assembly therefore firmly 
supports the current government’s proposal to consult on how to enable same-sex couples to 
have a civil marriage and the subsequent introduction of legislation in this parliament to make 
this a reality.” 
 

10.8 The Deputy Chair, Darren Johnson AM, took the Chair at 1.18pm. The Chair, Jennette Arnold 
AM, resumed the Chair at 1.20pm. During discussion, a Member questioned the basis on which 
the Assembly was giving consideration to the motion; the Chair referred the Member to 
Sections 30 and 33 of the GLA Act 1999 and confirmed that the motion was in order. 

 
10.9 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

“This Assembly recognises the long standing record of many London Assembly 
Members to support equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.  
 
This Assembly further recognises the Mayor’s recent declaration of support for the 
Out4Marriage campaign.  
 
Recognising further that London has long been at the forefront of the national 
campaign for equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people this 
Assembly therefore firmly supports the current government’s proposal to consult on 
how to enable same-sex couples to have a civil marriage and the subsequent 
introduction of legislation in this parliament to make this a reality.” 
 
was agreed (16 votes cast in favour and no votes cast against). 
 

10.10 Jenny Jones AM moved and Murad Qureshi AM seconded the following motion: 
 

"This Assembly notes the failure of supermarkets to prevent an increase in the number of 
single use plastic bags issued by them, through voluntary measures, over the past two years. It 
also notes the London Assembly's 2007 report, 'Bag to Basics', which supported the 
introduction of a national levy on single use carrier bags. 
 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to request that the Secretary of State for the Environment 
enacts the reserve legislation in place under the Climate Change Act 2008, and introduces a 
mandatory charge on all single use carrier bags." 
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10.11 Jenny Jones AM indicated that, in accordance with Standing Order 3.6, she was accepting the 

amendment to the motion which had been circulated in the name of Andrew Boff AM, namely:  

Add the words “ensuring that small businesses are protected from any additional 
administrative burden." to the last sentence of the motion 

10.12 Upon being put to the vote, the motion as altered, namely: 
 
"This Assembly notes the failure of supermarkets to prevent an increase in the 
number of single use plastic bags issued by them, through voluntary measures, over 
the past two years. It also notes the London Assembly's 2007 report, 'Bag to Basics', 
which supported the introduction of a national levy on single use carrier bags. 

This Assembly calls on the Mayor to request that the Secretary of State for the 
Environment enacts the reserve legislation in place under the Climate Change Act 
2008, and introduces a mandatory charge on all single use carrier bags, ensuring that 
small businesses are protected from any additional administrative burden." 

was agreed unanimously. 
 
 

11.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 11) 

 
11.1 It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly would be the Mayor’s 

Question Time meeting which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 19 September 2012 
in the Chamber, City Hall. 

 
 

12.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 12) 

 
12.1 There was no urgent business requiring consideration. 
 
 

13.   Close of Meeting  

 
13.1 The meeting closed at 1.33pm 
 
 

 
    

Chair  Date 
 

Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 
Committee Services Manager 
GLA Secretariat, City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 
Email: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk 
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